Central projections of the chorda tympani nerve in the mallard, Anas platyrhynchos L.
The central projections of the chorda tympani nerve in the duck were studied by means of the Fink-Heimer technique. Following section of the VIIth nerve proximal to the geniculate ganglion terminal projections of the CT are found in the sensory nucleus N VII (sVIId) on the dorsum of the descending trigeminal root, the n. presulcalis anterior solitarii, the n. sulcalis anterior solitarii p. dorsalis and p. ventralis, and the n. ventrolateralis anterior solitarii (Vla). Small quantities of terminal degeneration are also found in the n. intermedius anterior and the lateral substantia gelatinosa of the solitary complex. A number of fibers decussate to terminate contralaterally in corresponding portions of the opposite solitary complex. Comparison with data of the pigeon reveals a limited overlap of projections of the chorda tympani nerve and of the nodose ganglion, respectively, in the dorsal and ventral parts of the n. sulcalis anterior. We suggest that the regions sVIId and Vla alone may convey gustatory information.